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than the mere sale of seats. " The price which a candidate
paid at an election for a ' ready-made' seat to the patron
or manager of a borough was usually but a part of the cost
involved in its control/'1 The part played by the Govern-
ment funds in elections has frequently been exaggerated,
for open bribery was of comparatively little importance.
In 1734, 1741, and 1747, the years of elections, the amount
expended from the Secret Service account was £117,145,
£80,976 and £41,000 respectively. A very large proportion
of this was not used for election purposes.2 The election
of 1754 cost the Government approximately £50,ooo,3 and
between 1754 and 1762, whilst Newcastle was at the Treasury,
only £55,000 was expended on elections and the constitu-
encies.4 That this sum was an extremely small part of the
and the rei- total cost of the elections is clear from the fact that the
portlnce1 of Tories spent over £20,000 in the Oxfordshire election of
bribery. *754 alone, and the Whigs probably spent not less.5 More-
over, the £30,000 spent by the Government was spent for
no more than twenty-four candidates, and most of it did
not succeed in its object.6 " The money expended by the
Government in general elections constituted only a small
addition to the official patronage and to the vast sums
spent openly year after year on voters and members, through
offices, sinecures and contracts."7 The bulk of the cost of
elections was borne by patrons who recouped themselves
by securing honours or rewards from the Government. It
was not until 1777 that the King began to set aside £1,000
per month for election expenses. Between 1779 and 1781,
over £103,000 was spent out of the King's Private account,8
but only £72,000 was spent on elections and re-elections.9
The election of 1780 cost the Government alone £50,000,
and in 1784 it was estimated that the cost of securing 137
seats would be £193,000.10
The enormous cost of patronage to borough owners was
1 Namier, op. cit.t p. 201.	2 Ibid., p. 242.
3 Ibid., p. 202.	4 Ibid., p. 290.
5 Ibid.> op, citt, p. 290.	6 Ibid., p. 251.
7 Ibid., p. 268.	s Ibid., p. 259.
a Parlt. Papers of J. Robinson (ed. Laprade), p. 57.
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